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Methodism io the Catholic Faith. Written 
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Continued from page 241, No. 31. 





Mason.—I do not see what necessity there 
is for the Christian church to be infallible, 
more than the Patriarchal, or Jewish church- 
es; and IJ, least of all, see that this infallibil- 
ity is possessed by the Catholic church.— 
We know the Patriarchal church erred, the 
Jewish church erred, and we know the Cath- 
olic church erred. 

Martyn.—You- surprise me. You have 
declared that the wisdom of God would never 
have revealed his truth, without designing to 
perpetuate it; and would Mever have com- 
manded all to believe it, without giving them 
the means of knowing it; and distinguishing 
it from error.. Now, ‘whatsis this but infalli- 
ble knowledge; and yet you give up all claim 
to it among Protestants, and now see no ne- 
cessity for itto Christians at all. But I will 
answer your objection. As to the Patri- 
archs, they can scarcely be called a church, 
because they were under no special cove- 
nant before the calling of Abraham; but 
were left to the light of nature, principally.— 
That they erred, is nothing to the point there- 
fore. However, God even then always pre- 
served a holy seed, and preserved it ina 
Yery prominent manner. The Jews were 
indeqd a church, and this was established for 
the preservation of the law of Moses, ‘and 
the accomplishment of the grand economy of 
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Man’s redemption in the person of the Mes- [vied onzand by whoni; and how they at last 


sith; and it infallibly answered all these pur- 
poses, till the Messiah was about to make 
his appearance. But the promise of that 
general and perpetual infallibility was not 
made to the Jewish church; at best it was 
only temporary; a shadow of good things to 
come; and therefore all the promises and the 

tase of the covenant regarded the 
Christian church. Nevertheless, as the Jew- 
ish church had an authority, that authority 
was to be obeyed, and several punishments 
were awarded to those who disobeyed; and 
that authority never was extinct till the end | 
of the dispensation. Nor did Almighty God 
ever cease infallibly to direct it, as far as the 
grand object of its establishment was con- 
cerned. But the Christian church stands 
upon a stronger foundation, and is secured 
by more ample promises. He never said, 
‘¢T will build the Jewish church upon a rock, 


| 


prévaitéd so universaily; that for ‘800 years 


and more, the wholesworld became drowned 


in damnable idolat ty: and superstition.”’— 
Now, Mr. Masow, I bind myself, if you can 
make good your: Cnsdainon I should: fai! 
in proving to yeu, that th sno article of 
Catholic faith now ‘taught*by the church, 
which article has mét°been taught im every 
age, from the apostles time down té our day, 
I will immediately renounce my religion. 

Mason.—You surprise me! Why the doc- 
trine of the Real Presence, was never known 
in the world before the days of Berengarius. 

Martyn.—-Can you prove that? I can 
prove the contrary, by a host of witnesses. 

Mason.—It is now too late, and the sub- 
ject too extensive. I must defer it till ano- 
ther opportunity. 





Thus ended our first interview, and we 





and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.” Ele never said, “ I will give to the! 
Jewish priesthood my spirit, and he shall | 
guide them into all truth, and shail remain} 
with them always, even to the end of the | 
world.”” But he has confirmed these prom- 
ises to the Christian church. Indeed, when- 
ever the prophets speak of the infallible char- 
acter of the church, they always point to the 
Gospel church; which contrast of itself, 
proves that the same kind of infallibility 
never was designed to be the character of 
the Jewish church, and they knew it. As to 
your assertion that the Catholic church has 
erred, I demand proof ? 

Mason.—Why, Sir, she is known to have 
added to the word of God, and has obtruded 
upon the world her vain and foolish foppe- 
ries, for what she is pleased to call divine and 
ecclesiastical traditions. 

Martyn.—As she is known to have done 
80, these additions and impositions can be 
pointed out tome. You can tell me the time 
when, the manner how, the people who first 
embraced them, the troubles they occasioned 
in-the church, whet controversies were car- 





parted good triends. On my way home, I 


‘could not resist the force of many arguments 


which had been produced; and I was much 
pleased with the christian spirit and gentle- 
manly deportment of my reverend antagonist. 
I had thought a Po;-ish priest a compound of 
three parts—part aman, part a beast, and 
part a devil. A man im nature, a beast in 
stupidity and tame servitude, and a devil in 
cruelty and wickedness of disposition. But 
1 had found a man indeed in nature, a gen- 
tleman in manners, a scholar in refined know- 
ledge, and a Christian in spiritual wisdom, 
temper, and disposition of mind. 

If, however, | was impressed with Mr. 
Martyn’s superior character, and that my 
eause was not so strong as I had at first ima- 
gined, I durst by no means doubt of my re- 
ligion, nor did [ entertain an affection for 
his. I was willing to think Mr. Martyn a 
singular instance, and entertaimed a suspicion 
that his talents were capable of making a 
bad cause appear a good one. He had sur- 
prised end confounded me, but had not con- 
vinced, or converted me. To deny the wit- 
ness of the spirit in my conscience I thought 
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would be blasphemy, and to doubt of my 
justification would be the shortest and surest 
way to lose it. And to this point I clung to 
the very last moment. 

This will not appear strange to any one 
who knows the influence which the doctrine 
of justification by faith alone, and the direct 
witness of the spirit, has upon the mind of a 
Methodist. It is the greatest bar to the con- 
version of a Methodist, and the strongest 
hold which the enemy of truth has in the 
hearts of this people. . If they are justified 
as Methodists, this settles the point at once; 
and they have acquired this state by a simple 
act of faith, that they are justified through 
the redemption which is in Christ; and as 
they have acquired it by this simple act, they 
hold it by the same tenure. To doubt there- 
fore is to lose the hold, and to offend the spi- 
rit by whose direct witness they know that 








would therefore be astounded, and inquire 
which of these systems was right? By some 
he would be told, “‘ they are all right.”” That 
is impossible, he would rejoin; for one 
preacher said, Christ was God—another, that 
he was not God. One told us he died for all | 
men—another, that he died only for an elect | 
number. Now, these are contradictory pro-| 
positions, which an infinitely true Being can 
never sanction. 

By others he would be referred to a book 








reveal a religion, and yet none of them know 
for certain what it is. Either their God has 
acted unwisely, or this people have forsaken 
the truth, 

Thus pondering in his heart, he arrives at 
the abode of the priest of the Catholic church 
and happily finding him at home, explains to 
him the object of his visit. Here his wan. 
derings terminate—his inquiries are answer- 
ed—his doubts are solved—and the whole 
economy of God manifested to his astonish- 





called the bible, and told that he must find | ed mind, 


Here he learns that Jesus Christ 


out the true church and true doctrine by this | is God indeed, the second person of the 


book. Perhaps he cannot read it, or if 9 Penson Trinity. 


can, he will say with the Ethiopian eunuch, 
‘“* How can I understand unless some one 
teach me?”’ how can I hope to find that which 
these learned teachers cannot find? Each 
of these says he has the true doctrine, and 
yet all contradict each other. Besides he is 


they are born of God. And yet the fact of) stopped at the very threshold of his inquiry, 
many professing to be justified, and to have | how do I know this book to be divine? These 
this direct witness, whose moral conduct is|men cannot agree about its sense, and if 
a disgrace to the christian character, ought |they do not know its meaning, what certain- 
to convince them that such feelings of the/ty have I that they know its origin? Was it 
mind are delusory; that the fancies of the | written by Christ? he asks. They answer, 
head, are too often substituted for the religion| No. Did he command it to be written? He 
of the heart; and the reasonable hope, join-| gave no special command. Who did write 
ed with godly fear, which ought ever to ani-|it? The apostles of Christ the New Testa- 
mate the breast of the true christian, is|tament. How do you know it is the inspir- 
abandoned for the phantom of imagiuary in-|ed word of God? From jts internal evidence. 
spiration, and the reveries of the wildest en-| Nay, if | must judge from the contradictory 
thusiasm. |doctrines taught from it, it is full of contra- 

Notwithstanding the prejudices of educa-| diction, and contradiction you call falsehood. 
tion and the influence of my religious princi-| How do you know this book was written by 
ples, I could not but discover that there was |the apostles? We have received it as such 
an importance about the subjects discussed, | from the church which Christ established.— 
and a reasonableness in Mr. Mertyn’s an-| What church was this—for I see a multitude 
swers, which deserved my serious attention. | of different churches? It was the Catholic 
And I resolved to pursue the subject till 1/church? Are you the Catholic church? We 
could find some reasonable ground of faith, | are a reformed part of the Catholic church, 
some solid rock on which 1 could cast the|and called Protestants. A reformed part of 
anchor of my hope, and build the fabric of | a church which is not reformed; this appears 
religious verity with certainty and durability. | rather strange—I should think that by retorm- 

For this purpose | invited Mr. Martyn to|ing yourselves you either became the whole 
my own house, determined to trace the track | church, or no church at all, for reformation 
of truth, in all its bearings, with candor and|and corruption in my humble opinion can 
honesty; to yield no principle till its false-| never form one true church of Jesus Christ, 
hood had been fully proved, and admit no} who, you say, is your God. But if you have 











| 


evidence that was not demonstratively true. | reformed yourselves, how is it that so many 
What can I lose by looking truth in the face, | differ from you? They have reformed them- 
and bringing my religion to her decision?|selves still more. O! then you are all re- 
said to myself. Iam either right, or wrong. formers, one from another! Pray can you 
If right, my fouudation will bear examination. | téll me infallibly which is the true church 
If wrong, the sooner I am convinced of it | and true doctrine? Because if I must be a 
the better. | christian, [ must know, without fear, or dan- 





My reverend friend visited me at the ap-| 
pointed time, and would it not swell my book 
beyond due limits, I would present the read- 
er with our second discussion. However, I 
will give the opening speeci, 

I have been thinking, said Mr. Martyn, | 
since our last conference, in what difficult | 
circumstances a sensible aud upright heathen | 
would be placed, were he to come to this | 
country in quest of the true Christian reli-| 
gion. He would naturally wish to visit as 
many places of worship as he could. The} 
first thing that would strike him would be the | 
different forms of worship, and different sys- 
tems of religious faith; and he would inquire 
into the cause. Reason would teach him 
that if the Christian religion were of God, | 
and this God was one and unchangeable, this | 
religion ought to dictate some degree of uni- 
formity in worship; and that its doctrines in 
particular, must be uniformly the same. He 


such security. 


ger of error, which of all these contradictory 
systems is the truth? We can give you no 
Then I may as well remain 
as Lam; I can but be in error, and the er- 


‘rors of an heathen, as you call me, may be 


But | 


as innocent as those of_.a christian. 


heaven, became incarnate in the womb of the 
Blessed Virgin, and was made man. That 
he was promised of old to the patriarchs; 
typified in the Mosaic law; foretold by the 
prophets; and inthe fulness of time mani- 
iested in the flesh. That the object of his 
coming was to redeem mankind from the curse 
entailed on sin, to repair the ruins of the fall, 
and to reveal the law of God tothe whole 
world, ‘That when he had accomplished these 
purposes, he again ascended to his Father, 
But he established a church, and a ministry 
in this church, and gave them a commission 
to teach this gospel to all nations, with the 
promise of salvation to those who believed, 
and a threatening of condemnation to those 
who would not. He finds that the first apos- 
tles did indeed write the New Testament, 
and that it contains a principal part of the 
faith of Christians, and when taken in con- 
nexion with the teaching authority, the 
church, forms a total rule of faith. But the 
church was appointed the infallible interpre- 
ter of these books, for Jesus Christ has pro- 
mised that the Holy Spirit, which he sent 
down upon the ministers of his church at the 
beginning, should guide them into all truth, 
and remain with them for ever. Ue finds 
that this church is distinguished from all 
others by these four marks. She is one in 
faith; holy in her doctrine, institutions, and 
requirements; Catholic, or Universal, teach- 
ing all truths, to all nations, in all ages; and, 
that her ministry is not assumed and autho- 
rized, but that it is apostolical both in order 
and mission. Lastly, he finds that all the 
promises of Christ were made to this chureh, 
and that she gives infallible certainty in mat- 
ters of faith and practice. This is the very 
thing he wanted. ‘This reason told him must 
be the case. This the gospel has provided, 
and nothing remains but to submit himself to 
the divine authority of the church of God. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 242.—no. 31.] 
BROMSGROVE, Dec. 25, 1815. 


Now, if justification takes its rise, comes 





pray tell me where is the unreformed church? | to maturity, and maintains its existence, even 


For I will not give up the pursuit till I have | for the shortest space of time, without works, 


traced Christianity to its foundation. 


chapel. O! why that isthe very name of 
the people of whom you say you have receiv- 
ed your bible. 
bible has descended tous through that church. 


| Well, then, I must not give up the cause till 
Ihear what they can say for themselves.— 


So bidding the Protestant farewell, he turns 
his steps towards the house of the Catholic 
clergyman, exclaiming within himself, what 
a strange people these Christians are. They 
say their God has descended from heaven to 


I sup-| why are works necessaiy at all? 
pose you will find the Priest at the Catholic |they become necessary ? 


When do 
As to the heart be- 
coming renovated and turned to good after 
justification, it is all an idle story. If works 


We do acknowledge that the | are not necessary to obtain justification, they 


lare not necessary to maintain it; and if they 


are not necessary to maintain it, justification 
may be maintained without them. If faith 
alone is necessary in the first instance, faith 
alone is necessary in the second. ‘There !s 
a consistency in this doctrine, according to 
your principles: and there have been many 
enlightened teachers of protestantism, differ- 





That he descended from: 
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ent indeed from you, according to sect, but 
ynited with you in the common chain of hat- 
red against Catholics, who have maintained 
that the defilements of the outward man, can} 
never tarnish the purity of the inward man. 
Oh! Sir, this is pretty doctrine for flesh and 
blood. I suspect that such doctrine as this 
is more calculated to corrupt and obscure 
the points of vital godliness, than what the 
Catholic church teaches on this subject. 
Our doctrine is, that, in order to be justified, 
we must be converted to the Lord, im fast- 
ing, in weeping, and in mourning. Our doc- 
trine is, that, in order to be justified, we 
must be truly sorry for our crimes; that like 
the prodigal son, we must arise and return 
to our father’s house, acknowledge our un- 
worthiness to be called his children, and pro- 
fess our readiness to serve him faithfully for 
the time to come, even as a menial servant 
serves his master. Our doctrine is, that, 
before we can be justified, we must not only 
have faith, but that we must have hope, and 
that we must in a particular manner have 
charity, or an incipient love of God above all 
things. There is nothing in this but what 
scripture teaches and reason dictates. They 
are old-fashioned doctrines I allow. But we 
Catholics are a set of old-fashioned, plod- 
ding fellows, who go on in the same track 
which was trodden by our forefathers, with- 
out making any improvement in the road, or 
widening the narrow gate that leads to life. 
We are, as it were, hoodwinked, and march 
on without once looking about to see if we 
cannot discover a shorter and more agreea- 
ble road across the desart. We have not the 
common sense to clear away the thorns and 
briars which are so galling to the outward 
man. We are satisfied with tracing the foot- 
steps of our Saviour along the path, and with 
knowing that the path is in the same state as 
it was when he walked in it. You, perhaps, 
may laugh at our simplicity, and pride your- 
self upon your refinements and improvements 
in religion. But yet, after all, you must 
acknowledge that we adhere stricter to the 
maxims.of the inspired writings than you who 
pretend that they are your only rule of faith. 

You say, indeed, that we lay too great 
stress upon these worvs«? picty, of charity, 
of uncommanded mortification, Sc. and consi- 
der them as the means of obtaining salvation, 
in such a manner that the death of Christ is 
vendered iotally useless. Justification before 
God, you say, is taught by us lo be totally 
works of man’s own performance, and many of 
them of man’s very own devising. But, Sir, 
again you show your ignorance of our tenets. 
We lay no such stress. Listen to the works 
of the above cited catechism, “ how great the 
force and virtue of works of penance is, may 
be gathered from hence, that it wholly de- 
pends upon the merits of the passion of 
Christ our Lord. From whence also we 
reap these two very great fruits from our 
good actions: the one is,—that we merit the 
rewards of eternal glory, so that even a cup 
of cold water, which we give in his name, 
wants not its reward. The other is, that we 
satisfy for our sins. Nor does this obscure 
the most perfect and full satisfaction of Christ 
our Lord, but, on the contrary, it comes to 
pass, that it renders it much more clear and 
bright.” (Cat. part 2, do. of penance, sect. 
99, 100.) No, Sir, there is not a Catholic, 





€ven among the lowest classes, who does not 


believe that all his spiritual good is to come 
from the merits of Christ’s sufferings. For 
this purpose the cross is always presented 
before him in his place of worship. He is 
taught on every occurrence to form the sign 
of the cross on his own body, on purpose to 
remind him that the cross of Christ is the 
cause of all his good. And yet a preacher 
of an obscure sect, who never has the cross 
before his eyes, comes forward, and unblush- 
ingly declares, that he places such stress on 
works 7 man’s own performance, and many of 
them of man’s own devising, as to render the 
death of Christ totally useless. Sir, such 
barefaced deviation from the truth is adis- 
grace to a christian preacher. What good 
do you expect will arise from such a mani- 
fest trangression against what you call the 


ninth commandment? What will people think | 


of you, when they see that you are clearly 
convicted of falsehood? They will say in 
the words of our Saviour, “the tree is to be 
kuown by its fruits. If the fruits be calumny, 
slander, and falsehood, the tree is of the 
same kind.” It will all turn against your 
own creed, and cause people to examine with 
greater eagerness into the tenets of that 
church (the Catholic church) which is as- 
sailed by weapons which deserve no other 
name than the fiery darts of the most wicked 
one. 

You say, in your first letter, that Catho- 
lics are obliged by their system of religion, 
under the pains and penaliies of eternal damna- 
lion, to give up lhetr own opinions, and in every 
thing believe that exposition of scripture which 
the Pope in council hath adopted. Sir, we are 
obliged to nosuchthing. Neither the Pope, 
nor any man, nor any body of men, is ac- 
knowledged by us to possess authority, to 
make new articles of faith in opposition to the 
old ones, to abolish any of the old articles of 
faith, or to make any the least alteration in 
any one of them. All that we are obliged to 
believe, or ever shall be obliged to-believe, 
was settled and arranged above a thousand 
years before your srct, or any of the present 
sects of protestants had any existence. We 
are not subjected to the caprice of man’s un- 
derstanding, or what you call private judg- 
ment. Our church is built upon a rock,—it 
is immoveable, it is unchangeable. We are 
not tossed to and fro by every wind of doc- 
trine. The faith, which was once delivered 
to the saints, is our faith; and not one article 
is there in our creed which cannot be traced 
back, and proved to be a part of the creed of 
Catholics in every age and nation, up to the 
primitive times of Christianity. The limits 
of a letter will not allow me to prove this as- 
sertion, but I refer to a book, lately publish- 
ed, entitled, The Faith of Catholics during 
the first five Ages. I will send it to you if 
you consider the subject of sufficient import- 
ance to engage your attention. L refer you 
likewise to my last letter. 

In the same letter you refer me to the in- 
stance of the heads of the Jewish church put- 
ting to death the Son of God; and witha 
kind of triumph ask me, whether it would have 
rendered any one excuseable that cried out with 
the mob, “ crucify him,” because they were 
taught to do so by their priests and doctors, or 
in other words, by .the church. Here you 
bring something like an argument, divested 
of calumny and untruth. But yet, it is no 
great things. The old law stood in force, 





and was the true church, until the new law 
was promulgated. This was not done till the 

Holy Ghost descended on the Apostles on 
the day of Pentecost. Until such time as 

the new law was promulgated, it was the du- 

ty of all the members of the old church to be 

united in communion with those who sat on 

the chair of Moses, and to observe whatever 

they should say to them. | Matt. xxiii. 2. and 
seq.|. Now what was it that rendered this 
obligation binding? Why was it that our 
Saviour laid the injunction? For no other 
reason than that, being successors of their 
great patriarch, law-giver, and sovereign, 
they were the heads of the church of the old 
law, and were entitled to obedience from the 
people until the new law was established; 
and for this plain reason, that thereby all dis- 
cordances, and jarrings, and divisions, which 
inevitably arise from private judgment, or 
authority, might be avoided. Their actions, 
however, they were not to imitate: but ac- 
cording to their works do ye not This was an 
important: injunction, and such, Sir, as you 
should have noticed. Through the whole of 
that chapter he declaims against the vices of 
these scribes and pharisees, who sat on the 
chair of Moses: he declaims against. their 
pride, their avarice, their hypocrisy: he con- 
demns them for the murders of the prophets, 
and plainly foretells, that: they are about to 
fill up the measure of their fathers, and to 
crucify the son of man. Nevertheless, he 
enjoins his disciples to observe whatsoever 
they should say to them, but according to their 
works not to followthem. Sir, there is more 
in this passage than what you are aware of. 
Until such time as the new law was promul- 
gated, it was a duty to be submissive to, and 
not to be separated io religious matters from, 
the pastors of the old church. The immora- 
lities of these pastors, even their intentions 
of putting to death as an impostor the Lord 
of life and glory, was not a sufficient reason 
for rebellious disobedience. They were the 
heads of the church, and were to be consi- 
dered as such, until the new law took place. 
Even Caiphas, the high-priest, who was the 
most intent on the death of Christ, is said to 
have prophesied, [and .prophecy is a gilt of 
God alone and a testimony from above,| and 
to have prophesied not of himself, but by vir- 
tue of his office of high-priest of the old law. 
[Jo. xi. 51.] From this we may fairly con- 
clude, that, under the old law, there was a 
certain power from above invested in the 
heads of the church:—that it was unlawful 
for any of the Jewish people to disunite 
themselves from these heads, was a sufficient 
cause for separation.—There was no such 
solemn and explicit promise made to them, 
as was made to the chiefs of the christian 
church, that the spirit of truth should remain 
with them, and lead them into all truth until 
the Messiah came: and for that reason, being 
left more to the workings of corrupt nature, 
they fell into those abuses which our Saviour 
reproved in them, and cautioned his disci-~ 
ples to avoid. But yet, they were the heads, 
or spiritual magistrates of the old church: 
that church was to continue under their go- 
vernment till the Saviour came, who was to 

tell all things; [Jo. iv. 25.] and against their 

authority no one was authorized to rebel. 

Even after the coming of the Messias, an: 
outward submission was recommended, in 

order that the synagogue might be buried with 
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honor.—As for these chiefs refusing to ac- 
knowledge, and opposing the Messiah, it is 
a different question. The power of deter- 
mining whether this man, or that man was 
the Messias was not granted to them by vir- 
tue of their office, and therefore no submis- 
sion was due to them in that point. Our Sa- 
viour intimated this to his followers in the 
chapter above quoted, [Matt. 23,] and cau- 
tioned them not to do as they did, and as 
they were about to do. Now where is the 
instance in this case of awful infallibility in a 
true church of God? Sir, you should study 
your bible more attentively and more impar- 
tially than you have done. 

But let us take another view of this ques- 
tion. At length the new law was promulgat- 
ed on the day of Pentecost. A new church 
was established, and the heads previously 
appointed over it by our Lord entered on 
their important office. Submission was now 


to be paid to them. Svarch your scriptures, 


and see whether this is not the truth. See 
whether there are not more positive injunc- 
tions given by our Lord to be obedient to the 
heads of the new law, than are to be found 
in the old bible respecting the submission 
due to the heads of the old iaw. Our lord 
positively says, speaking to these heads of 
his church, he that heareth you eare h me: and 
he that despiseth you despiselh me. And he 
that despiseth me, despiseth him that sent me. 
a x. 16.] df he will not hear the church, 
et him be unto thee as the heathen and the pub- 
lican. [Matt. xviii. 17.] St. Paul in his ad- 
monitions to the converted Hebrews, in- 
cludes this submission as necessary to be ob- 
served. In the same chapter, where he says, 
obey your prelates, and be subject to them 
[Heb. xiii.] St. John says, that this sub- 
mission to the heads of the church is a dis- 
tinctive character of true believers. We are 
of God, He that knoweih God, heareth us: he 
that is not of God, heareth us not: by this we 
know the Spirit of truth, and the Spirit of er- 
ror. [1 John iv. 6.] 

Sir, these are strong authorities brought 
from that book which is your only rule of 
faith. Your answer I know will be that these 
commands enjoin submission only to the Apos- 
tles, and that this submission you have al- 
ways acknowledged. But this is a mere eva- 
sion. You have not scripture on your side 
to prove it. In fact the scriptures prove the 
contrary. Our blessed Saviour not only de- 
livered to mankind the truths of salvation, 
but he established a church: upon this rock I 


will build my church. [Matt. xvi.] Now the! 


term church implies a body of men united 
under a spiritual government, bound to ob- 
serve certain spirituel laws, and under the 
control of spiritual magistrates. It must be 
a government, for where there is no govern- 
ment there is anarchy: and if it be a govern- 
ment, there must be laws; and if there are 
laws, there must be magistrates to enforce 
their observance. That the church of the 
new law is of this description, the scriptures 
themselves give testimony. There is a church 
[Matt. xvi.] or spiritual government: there 
shall be one fold. |John x. 16.] There are 


laws, if you love me, keep my commandments, 


to Peter, I will give the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose upon earth, tt shall be loosed also in 
heaven. [Matt. xvi. 19.] To the same he 
said, feed my lambs, and likewise, feed my 
sheep: [John xxi.] and there shall be one fold 
and one shepherd. (John x. 16.] 

Here, Sir, we see the existence, the laws, 
and the magistrates of this spiritual govern- 
ment, or church. Like a civil government, 
they are united together, and if one be sepa- 
rated from the other, a general dissolution 
takes place. Now this church was to con- 
tinue in all its parts-and. in all its perfection, 
not only during the Apostles’ time, but like- 
wise after they were taken from .amongst 
men; it was to last to the end of ages: upon 
this rock I will build my church and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. [Matt. xvi. ] 
The spiritual presence of our Lord was pro- 
mised to preside over the heads of govern- 
ment, not only during the Apostles’ time, but 
likewise all future times: behold I am with 
you all days, even to the consummation of the 
world, {Matt. xxviii. 20.] The Spirit of 
truth, the Paraclete, was to descend not on- 
ly on the Apostles, but on those who were 
to be their representatives, or successors, in 
all succeeding generations: I will ask the 
Father, and he shall give you another Paraclele, 
that he may abide with you for ever, the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive. [John 
xiv. 16, 17.] Thus, Sir, it was promised 
that the church should exist in all its parts 
to the end of time. If then, you acknow- 
ledge that submission was due to the Apos- 
tles, as heads, or magistrates of the church, 
so you must acknowledge that the same sub- 
mission is due to their successors, as being 
likewise heads, or magistrates of the sane 
church. You must acknowledge this, or vou 
refuse to be guided by the book which is 
your only rule and guide Oh! truly may | 
say to you, search the scriptures, for you think 
jin them to have everlasting life: and the same 
are they that give testimony of me. [John v. 39.} 
Now, Sir, comes the main point of my argu- 
ment. If the church was to exist to the end 
of time, by what authority was it that your 
great reformers rebelled against it, and re- 
fused submission to its magistrates? Where 
was it foretold in the inspired writings that 
the church in after times should err, that its 
constitution should become defective, that 
the gates of hell should prevail against it, 
that its executive power should lose its au- 
thority, and that the faithful should be ab- 
solved from their allegiance, in spirituals, to 
their great head, and to all their superiors, 
—the successors of the Apostles? Where 
is it recorded in scripture, that not only the 
executive power should forfeit its authority, 
but that even the laws of the church should 
be vitiated and corrupted, and that laws au- 














ithorizing the most abominable superstition 


and idolatry should be substituted in their 


, stead, and that this should be suffered to ex- 


\ist for centuries and centuries and centuries, 
err any possibility of fixing the exact 


time when this universal defection took place? 


{John xiv. 15, he that loveth his neighbor hath | Where is it expressed in the prophetic writ- 


fulfilled the law. [Rom. xiii. 18.] 


There are |ings, that, in the fullness of time, a Luther 


magistrates whom all the faithful are bound |should arise like another Saviour, and rescue 
to obey: see the above texts Luke x. Matt.|the world from the abominations of popish 
xviii. Heb. xiii. 1 John iv. There is like-|idolatry? Where is it expressed that’ not 


wise a supreme magistrate: fo thee, speaking | 


only a Luther, but that a hundred Luthers 
should rise up, each of them condemning 
each other, and each of them animated and 
guided by the Spirit of God: each of them 
striving to gain followers after them, and al] 
of them united in no other band than that of 
determined rebellion against the church, and 
against its magistrates and laws? Where ig 
there any thing of this kind recorded in the 
book which is your only guide? In that sa- 
cred book it is written, as I said before, that 
his church was built on a rock, and that the 
gates of hell should never prevail against it; 
that our Savtour would always continue with 
it, and that.the Spirit of truth should abide 
with her for ever. I find these sentences, 
but where you will find sentences of an op- 
posite tendency I know not. And if you can- 
not bring positive evidence, what are we au- 
thorized to say of your cause? No other 
than that it is the cause of rebellion against 


tempt to prevail against his church, and that, 
agreeable to his promises, it will not succeed, 
unless it is that it continues on till those 
times, when it is said that faith shall hardly 
be found on earth. Oh! Sir, here is the aw- 
ful responsibility: but it is a responsibility on 
your part: a responsibility which requires 
that you shew cause why you are in revolt 
against that constitution which Christ gave 
to his clsurch. If you can reply satisfactori- 
ly tothe arguments, few and weak as they 
are, which are contained in this letter, it will 
afford you some encouragement, and will be 
convincing to me of the justice of your cause: 
but if you cannot reply to these, you never 
will be able to reply to those which will be 
brought against you by the great founder 
and lawgiver of this church, who has exprese- 
ed his will so clearly in that book, which is 
always in your hands, and which you rever- 
ence as your great and infallible director. 
[ro BE CONTINUED.] 
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LETTERS RECEIVED THIS WEEK FROM 

Messrs. J. Manning, Albany, New York—Peter Phe- 
lan, Wrentham, Massaciiusetts—Fred. C. Hase, Per- 
ryville, Missouri. 





be offered up in the New Roman Catholic 
Church at Watruam, on next Sunday morn- 
ing. Service will commence at 10 o’clock. 
It is expected that the Roman Catholics of 
Watertown, Newton, and vicinities will at- 
tend. The Right Rev. Bishop Fenwick will 
preach on the occasion. 





The Ladies and Gentlemen of Boston are 
respectfully informed that the next Lecture in 
answer tothe Calvinislic libels of Dr. Beecher, 
will be given in the church of the ‘“ Holy 
Cross,” at half past six o’clock, on Sun- 
day Evening next, by the Very Rev. T. IL. 
|O’Fcauerry; and that arrangements will be 
made, so as to obviate the necessity of their 


time. The doors will be thrown open imme- 
diately after Vespers, and the committee of 
arrangement will consider it a duty, and feel 
pleasure in accommodating with seats such 








the ordinances of our Lord, that it is an at-. 


The Adorable Sacrifice of the Mass will 





remaining without doors for any length of. 
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Ladies and Gentiemen of the various deno- 
minations as may be disposed to hear the 
Catholic Lectures. 





Scarcely does a week pass, without bring- 
ing us lies in abundance, and misrepresenta- 
tions by wholesale, from distant climes, about 
the converston of Catholics to the indefinite 
and undefinable creed, or rather opintonism of 
an mock-reformation. India seems of late to 
be a vast theatre in which the Bible and 
Tract Actors are furiously fretting their hour 
upon the stage. It appears from the manu- 
factured Articles, revivals, (of ministerial 
cunning, humbug and fraud) that 3,000 fami- 
lies, “‘ mostly Catholics” have become hope- 
ful converts to Protestantism!!! We regret 
that our Printer cannot conveniently attach 
3,000 notes of admiration to this last sentence, 
to express our surprise that 3,000 lies could 
have been thus compressed within the nar- 
row precincts of a short sentence. But this 
bait of the Missionary, no-missionary frater- 
nity is too stale to be relished by the improv- 
ed taste of the American Community, who 
will no longer be caught by such pious and 
money-making Anglers. 

The passage of the Catholic Emancipation 
Bill, the long withholding of which speaks 
volumes of the civil and religious tyranny of 
the Reformation-men, has given a death-blow 
to Protestantism in “the sister-isle;” and 
makes it no longer fashionable, or political 
for Catholics to renounce ‘‘the faith once 
delivered to the Saints,” for the new-fangled 
doctrines of the Pious Henry 8th, and the 
tender-hearted, virgin queen Elizabeth. Con- 
version from principle is in this case, out of 
the question, unless, indeed, conviction of 
depravity and crime may be mistaken for such 
conversion. 

The enlightened people of America now 
begin to form a correct estimate of such 
Quixotiem, Fairy-tales, and miserable le- 
gends with which old men, women and child- 
ren'have been hitherto amused, for which, 
like the Whistle of Franklin, they paid too 
dea:ly, with which the old men and women 
willlight their pipes, or lamps, and which the 
young ones will convert into curling-paper— 
strong indication this of so much “ waste pa- 
per.” 





We rejoice at the information which the late 
Papers contain relative to the Court of Rome. 
Cardinal Cappellari isin all likelitiood promot- 
edto the Chair of St. Peter. He has ever 
shewn himself the strenuous advocate and 
uncompromising friend of the Church of 
Christ. Elevated from his former sphere of 


utility, (we hope that the next official intelli- 
gence will confirm the news of his elevation) 
he now occupies a throne the most venerable 
and glorious in the range of civilization.— 





Pagan Rome, the mystic Babylon of old, is 
fallen; from its ruins has risen the Christian 
Rome, the just pride and triumph of the Cross, 
the honor and the happiness of the Catholic 
world.—The Czsars are, as if they never 
were; their sceptres like themselves have 
crumbled into dust. The Pastoral Staff of 
Office has succeeded; and though used for 
Eighteen Hundred years, by the true Shep- 
herd of the true flock, exhibits the same 
freshness and firmness of texcure as when it 
was first committed to the hand of the Prince 
of the Apostles by the Saviour God, who in- 
vested him with Pastoral Supremacy, when 
he said: ‘“‘ Feed my lambs; feed my sheep.” 
Cardinal Cappellari is now in his 66th year, 
and in the enjoyment of good health, a fine 
constitution and full majesty of mind. 
May he live long upon earth! and shortly 
witness the nations that had revolted from 
the Apostolic Faith, grounding the arms of 
their rebellion, and once more rallying about 
the Cross of Salvation. 

As a Biographical sketch of Cardinal Cap- 
pellari must be interesting to our Readers, 
we furnish the following, which we have eve- 
ry reason to believe is correct. 








Mauro Cappellari was born in the Vene- 
tian States in the year 1765—He early dis- 
tinguished himself in belles lettres, the study 
of which he cultivated with much success, in 
the most celebrated colleges of the republic 
of Venice. Notwithstanding the public ho- 
nors decreed to his merit, and the encomiums 
of relatives and friends, so flattering at the 
age of 22, he was sensible that there existed 
a vacuum in his young heart, which time 
would only increase and religion alone could 
fill. He abandoned the world and its deceit- 
ful illusions, and retired to the Benedictine 
Convent, where he consecrated himself solely 
to prayer and study.—In this retirement he 
rendered himself conspicuous by his austere 
piety and ready obedience to the commands of 
his superiors; while he pursued his studies 
at the same time with astonishing success and 
filled successively the professorial chairs of 
Belles Lettres, Philosophy, History, and 
Theology.—But Leo the XIIth, whose dis- 
criminating tact in the choice of his councel- 
lors was so refined, neglected no opportu- 
nity of becoming intimately acquainted with 
the learned Cappellarii—-He accordingly 
invited him to Rome in 1824, where he 
was raised by his colleagues to the dignity 
of Superior of the Convent of St. Gregory, 
on Mount Ceelius, founded by the Saint 
whose name it bears—Leo the XIIth soon 
admitted him to his confidence and was not 
long in perceiving that the learned Monk 
was endowed with sagacity and judgment to 
an extraordinary degree, and a firmness of 
character which could be influenced only by 


virtue, or a holy desire of promoting the cause 
of the Catholic religion—He accordingly 
elevated him to the dignity of Cardinal in 
1826, and shortly after to that of Prefect of 
the Propaganda. The Cardinal, since his 
elevation to the Roman purple, has not in 
the least deviated from the simple habits he 
had contracted in his monastery—He leads a 
retired but active life, never accepts of invita- 
tions, but generally passes the Festivals with 
his former colleagues, the pious monks of St. 
Gregory. He is so very plain in his dress, 
that were it not for the Calofte in which he 
is obliged to appear, it would be impossible 
to discover by his apparel the dignified rank 
of Cardinal—Yet there is so much majesty 
in his look, and nobility in his deportment, that 
one cannot but immediately recognize in him 
the man of superior mind. H. D 





[From the Catholic.] 

Arguments in favor of the Catholic doctrine of Tran- 
substantiation andthe Real Presence. Selected 
from the sermons preached on that subject, by the 
Rev. Richard Hayes. 

FACT OF TRANSUBSTANTIATION, FROM 
SCRIPTURE. 

“‘ Thave received of the Lord thut which I alse 
delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, the night in 
which ne was betrayed, took bread, and giving 
thanks, broke, and said: Take ye and eat; this is 
my body which shall be delivered for you: do this 
for the commemoration of me. In like manner also 
the chalice, after he had supped, saying: This 
chalice is the New Testament in my blood: this de 
ye, as oftenas you shall drink it, for the' commemo~ 
ration of me. For as often as you shall eat thig 
bread, and drink the chalice, you shall shew the 
death of the Lord until he come.’’-—1 Cor. c. xi. ¥, 
23, &e, 

I demonstrated, that there is no impossi- 
bility, no contradiction, no absurdity, in the 
Catholic doctrine of Transubstantiation. I 
proved, not only against the sectaries, whe 
admit the scripture, but against the Deists, 
who reject it, that God has the power of 
changing, if he please, the substance of the 
bread and wine, into the substance of his 
body and blood, preserving, still, the sensible 
qualities of the bread and wine. I have, 
thus, I trust, removed from the minds of all 
sincere enquiries after the truth, those ob- 
stacles, which a blind and unreasonable en- 
slavement to the impressions of their senses, 
throws in the way of that calm consideration, 
with which they are bound to hear the words 
of Omnipotent Truth. If, then, I shall now 
make plain from the sacred writings, that the 
Redeemer of mankind has been pleased to 
perform this wonderful change; that he has 
in the most positive, express, and literal man- 
ner, declared, that the bread is changed inte 
his body, and the wine into his blood; no 
one, who admits his power—no one, who be- 
lieves his divinity—no one, who receives the 
scripture as the word of his truth—can re- 
fuse to bow down, with the Catholic Church, 
and adore the body and blood of Jesus Christ, 
substantially existing in the blessed sacra- 
ment of the altar, under the outward appea- 
ance of bread and wine. 

I say, then, if our opponents admit, as they 
must the possibility, how can they deny the 





fact? In Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Paul, 
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Christ says:—‘Take and eat: this is my 
body, which shall be delivered for you—Take 
and drink, this is my blood, which shall be 
shed for you.”” In John, he says: “ Amen 
amen, I say unto you, unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, 
you shall not have life in you, for my flesh is 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.” 
Paul again says: “ The chelice of benedic- 


tion which we bless is it not the communionof| 


the blood of Christ? And the bread which 
we break, is it not the partaking of the body 
of the Lord?” And in another place:— 
“ Wherefore, whosoever shall eat this bread, 
or drink the chalice of the Lord unworthily, 
shall be guilty of the body and of the blood 
of the Lord. But let a man prove himself; 


you?’ and—to keep up the solemn imposture 
—carefully avoiding the most distant allu- 
sion to sign, figure, or representation of ¢ny 
kind?) Oh blasphemy!—Why, thy very mur- 
derers, O Divine Victim! who were to hang 
thee upon thy cross on the mofrow—the very 
Jews, though they called thee seducer and 
impostor, never charged thee with an impo- 
sition so gross as this! 

Well, Calvinists, will you still persist in 


what he says? Will you still contend, that 
it is not his body, after he has so expressly, 
so repeatedly assured you, that itts? What 
shall I do to remove your obstinacy? for, it 
is so absolutely void of the slightest shadow 
of common sense, that I cannot even palliate 


and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of| it with the name of—delusion. Perhaps the 


the chalice. For he that eateth and drink- 
eth unworthily, eateth and drinketh judg- 


Son of God himself, if he weie to address 
you in person, might succeed in convincing 





telling your Redeemer, that he does not mean | 





ment to himself, not discerning the body of you. Let us see. Suppose, then, that Jesus 
the Lord.” Christ should descend, once more, from his 

There are some things, my brethren, so| heavenly throne, and standing in my place, 
clear and evident, that an attempt to demon- | should invite you to question him on the sub- 
strate them, only serves to involve them in a|ject. Would you not rejoice at the opportu- 
fictitious obscurity. Who would undertake | nity, thus giving you, to dispel your doubts 
to prove that the sun shines at noon-day?|for ever? Would you pot eagerly ask him, 
Could any argument of his, add light to the| whether the sacrament was really bis bedy: 
lustre, by which the luminary makes known | And, if ke most solemnly assured you that it 
its own presence? After I, for instance, who| Was, would not that be enough? would you 
am but a mortal, had, repeatedly, and with | not instantly bow to his infallible word, and 
the most solemn asseverations, stated a fact, | believe though you do not comprehend? Yes, 
would I feel complimented by a person, who if you deserve, at all, the name of Christians, 
should, as repeatedly tell me, that I did not | { am convinced you would. But I will push 
mean what I said; that I spoke metaphori- ™y supposition still further; I will suppose 
cally; when I cautiously avoid the least ap-| the extremest possible case, namely, that in 
pearance of metaphor? Would I make a spite of this solemn asseveration, thousands 
distinction between such a caviller, and a/of you were, not only to persist in your un- 
man who should, roundly and plumply, tell | belief, but to turn your backs upon your Je- 
me I lied? The latter, in fact, would only | sus, and abjure him for ever, as a liar and 
be expressing, (in a very uncourteous way, | impostor! How, think you, would your Sa- 
it is true,) his disbelief of words; but the | Viour act in this emergency? Would he let 
former, while he equally disbelieved me,| you go, whena word would keep you? Would 
would be aggravating the insult, by wishing he, who came to teach you—to die for you— 
to persuade me, that [ was not only a knave, | would he suppress the truth, and by that sup- 
but a fool. Yet, such is the treatment which | presssion, leave your souls to ruin? Would 
Jesus Chrit receives from those, who, with|the lover of souls do this? Nay, more; 
his scriptures in their hands, and his words| would he, again and again, tell you, that you 
in their ears still deny, that he changed bread | should “ eat his flesh and drink his blood ;”’ 
and wine into his body and blood! |and that too, with the threat of your “ not 

Were I—a Catholic, believing as I do, inj having life in you,” unless you did it? Would 
transubstantiation—were I to-have been so| Christ. say this, if the truth did not oblige 


blest, as to sit among the apostles at the last | him? Would he say this, if at the same time | 


supper; were I there anxious, that Christ|he only meant, that you were to eat bread 
should make use of words, which should| and wine, as the figures of his flesh and blocd? 
leave no room for doubt, which should seca and when, by candidly telling you so, he 
all possible cavil upon the truth of this dog-|could remove all your difficulties, at once, 
ma; were I allowed to suggest, to the Sa-|and save you from the perdition of infidelity ? 
viour of mankind, the very terms. ef the, in-| Would, in a word, the Lamb of God be guil- 
Séitutional form; could I, could any man,j|ty of so gratuitous, so cruel an imposture? 
vauld any apostle, could any angel, could tie, Now, then, suppose, as I was saying, that, 
God of eternal wisdom himsel!, have select-|standing~in this very pulpit, he were to act 
ed words more expressive of the miraculous|in this very manner I have just described.— 
change he was about to effect, than those | Would this, O Calvinists be sufficient for you? 
which he actually did use: “This.is my body ?”’| would this remove the obstinacy of your un- 
When I now say it is his body, no one da es| belief? 

to tell me, that I do.not mean that it is his| ‘ It would,”’ you reply: ‘ but the suppo- 
body; and when Jesus himself says that it is, | sition is absurd; Christ could not act so,””— 
sail any one, calling himself a Christian, or|I deny it. Hehasacted so, Read the sixth 
even pretending to understand the most sim-|chapter of John, He, there, for the first 
ple and obvious words within the range of|time, said: ‘“*'The bread which I shall give, 
human speech, dare to contradict the Son of|is my flesh for the life of the world.” No 


God, and tell him that it is not his body? that | sooner had the word passed his lips, than the | 


itis only asign, a figure, a representation,| Jews questioned its possibility, debating 
and—I know not what—which he has pawn-| among themselves, and saying: ‘*‘ How can 
ed upon mankind, declaring it to be his body ?| this-man give us his flesh to eat??? What did 
and that, with an “ Amen, amen, I say unto| Jesus reply? Did he tell them they had mis- 


|taken him? that it was only in figure they 
| were to eat his flesh? No. But using that 
asseveration, which, with him, was in lieu of 
an oath, he said: “‘ Amen, amen, | say unto 
you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man, and drink his blood, you shall not have 
life in you—For my flesh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed, &c.” What fol- 
lowed? Why not only were the-Jews stil} 
‘more offended, but many of his.own disej- 
ples exclaimed: “ This saying is-hard, and 
who can hear it?” And yet upon so alarm- 
ing a symptom of desertion, how did Jesus 
act? He wno was so wont to explain his 
parables to his disciples, nay soften down his 
words, lest they might, prematurely, offend 
the prejudices even of his enemies—did he 
do, or say aught, to stop the spreading apos- 
tacy of his own followers? Did he palliate? 
did he explain?- did he clothe in metaphor his 
first assertioa? On the contrary, to confirm 
its absolute truth, to show them, that unqual- 
ified belief must be paid to bis infallible word, 
he added to its apparent impossibility, by 
saying: ‘¢ Does this scandalize you? If then 
you shall see the Son of Man ascend up 
where he was before?” In other terms: 
‘** You do not believe,” says he, ‘‘ that I can 
give you my flesh to eat, now while Iam 
present among you, that it shall be eaten, 
even alter I have ascended to my Father?” 








Truth met the doubts, the questions, the un- 
belief, not only of the Jews, but of his own 
disciples. Every word which their infidelity 
extorted from him, was but a stronger, and 
still stronger declaration of his corporal real- 
ity in the eucharist. Nay, he saw them go 
back, quit his company, and abjure his doc- 
trine altogether, rather than let fall a sen- 
tence, which might even by possibility throw 
a doubt on the wonderful mystery of Tran- 
substantiation. He grieved—Oh! how his 
loving heart grieved at their obstinacy! But 
he would not purchase their salvation at the 
expense, or even with the palliation of the 
truth. And beholding himself now almost 
alone, turning to the twelve, he said: “ Will 
you also go away?” When Peter like every 
faithful and rational Christian, subjecting his 
| senses to his taith, and believing the word of 
a God, because it was the word of God, re- 
plied: “* Lord to whom shall we go? thou 
hast the words of eternal life. And we have 
believed, and have known, that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God. 


ON INDULGENCES. 

Protestants deny the Catholic doctrine of 
Indulgence, without knowing, or choosing te 
know, what that doctrine really is: but, as 
usual, taking for granted the studied misre- 
| presentations made of it by their crafty re- 
| formers, who found it their temporal interest 
,to mislead the public; they have been even 
| brought to believe the wicked absurdity that 
the Catholic indulgences are but so many li- 
'cences granted to commit sia. It is truly 
wonderful that they, who believe nothing on 
so great an authority as the unanimous and 
never varying testimony of the whole Catho- 
lic church; so readily believe every thing 
against her, even the most obvious aud pal- 
pable falsehoods, on the bare word of any 
one known to be her adversary. ‘Their cre- 
dulity on the side of error is as unaccounta- 
bly great, as their incredulity, and aversion 














Such was the manner in which the Eternal; 
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to know the truth. Under the blindfolding | obedience and sinful self-indulgence, that we 


influence of the spirit of error, they exhibit 
to the eye of the unprejudiced observer, an 
awul spiritual phcenomenon: their dread of 
being made acquainted with the real doc- 
trines of the Catholic Church; and their bold 
and unblushing misrepresentation of them: 
blaspheming, as St. Peter says, the things 
which they know not,—2 Peter ii. 12—and 
of which they are wilfully ignorant.—Ibid. ch. 
iii. v. 5. 

An indulgence then, in the Catholic sense, 
is only the commutation of a greater, more 
difficult, or longer Jasting pennance, enjoined 
for past transgressions, into a less, more 
practicable, or shorter one; as the spiritual 
director, from his knowledge of the disposi- 
tion, situation and circumstances of the peni- 
tent, sees fittest to prescribe. 

In the rigid discipline of the primitive 
Church, long fasting, severe humiliating pen- 
nances were prescribed, public always for 
public and scandalous offences; and private 
for private ones. These pennances, public 
or private, were often prudently shortened, 
or changed into easier performances; some- 
times wholly remitted; as in the case of the 
incestuous Corinthian, on account of his ex- 
treme sorrow and edifying repentance.—1 
Cor. v.—2 Cor. ii. 5.—Now every such di- 
minution, commutation, or remission of the 
temporal punishment for past sin, is an indul- 
gence: a total remission, is what is called a 
plenary indulgence. 


But all such penances, enjoined @y the | accomplished but by a sincere repentance; |C. M. Pedicini. 6. 


fell from God; so it is by obedience and self- 
denial that we can ever hope to rise to him 
|again: and hence are we assured in scripture 
that obedience is better than sacrifice. —1 Kings 
xv, 22, 

Relying therefore on the saving virtue of 
obedience, she spares the weakness of the 
| weak; and inflicts her wholesome severities 
only on the strong; whom she thereby trans- 
mits into eternity, and delivers up to divine 
justice, with less to endure, and a shorter ac- 
|count to render, than those who shrink here 
|from her mild correcting rod. Such she is 
| forced to leave exposed to the full measure 
|of their punishment hereafter; a punishment 
| far exceeding all that we can imagine endur- 
able in this present life. For i is a dreadful 
thing, says St. Paul, to fall into the hands of 
the living God.—Heb. x. 3.—Whereas, as the 
same holy Apostle tells us, if we judge and 
condemn ourselves now, we shall not be judged 
and condemned hereafter.—1 Cor. xi. 31.— 
Such is the Catholic doctrine of indulgence. 
It is besides, an article of the Catholic faith, 
that, in order to receive the benefit of an in- 
dulgence, one must be in the slate of grace: 
‘for all in the state of mortal sin, are enemies 
'of God; and God owes nothing to his ene- 
|mies, but punishment. All such must then 
‘avail themselves of the means afforded them 
jin the Church of Christ, of effecting with 








their offended God a thorough reconciliation. | Bishops. 
|This, every Catholic knows, can never be | zo, E.. de Gregorio, J. F. Falzacappa, and 





and contradictory ravings, a fairer scheme 
of christianity, than any hitherto existing, or 
henceforth imaginable. 

Yet, what rational christian, but must own 
that the undertaking, for which this imdul- 
gence was granted, was proper, pious, praise- 
worthy and meritorious? The building of 
the temple by Solomon; and the rebuilding 
of it by Esdras, were undertakings, as the 
scripture shews, praised and rewarded by 
God himself. And is the building of a tem- 
ple to the same God by the converted na- 
tions less deserving of his approbation? Was 
it not becoming the christian world to rear 
such a monument to the glory of the Mes- 
siah; who, disowned and rejected by the 
Jews, was received and worshipped by the 
Gentiles? To erect on the ruins of idolatry, 
laid prostrate in her own warring capital, an 
illustrious trophy to the victorious prince of 
peace? To bid his blessed banner be dis- 
played; the cross, his royal standard, be ex- 
alted, on the remarkable spot, where Peter, 
his chief Apostle, and deputed champion, had 
beaten down the proud imperial standard of 
Satan; the gory ensign of Mars, the slaugh- 
tering Abaddon; the destroyer? { Catholic. 


From the United States Catholic Miscellany. 

Tue Conctave.—On the afternoon of the 
14th of December, the following Cardinals 
entered the conclave; viz. Of the order of 


B. Pacca; P. F. Galeffi, T. Arez- 








Of the order of Priests. 


proper authority, are binding avd obligatory ; which supposes a real sorrow for our sins; a|C. Oppizoni, F. Testaferrata, B. Naro, G. 
otherwise the Saviour’s declaration to his| resolution never to commit them more; a re-| Doria, A. Palotta, H. Dandini, C. Odescal- 
pastors, whose sins you shall retain, they are| nunciation of our evil habits; a reparation of|chi, P. Zurla, J. B. Bussi, L. Micara, M. 
retained—John xx. 23,—was vain: and that, all injuries done to our neighbor; and a hum- | Capellari, P. Caprano, J. Giustiniani, J. P. 


in particular made to his chief pastor,—to 
thee will I give the keys of the kingdom of hea- 
ven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth, 
shall be bound also in heaven.—Mat. xvi. 19. 
If then what is thus bound, is not loosed in 
this life, either by the exact fulfilment of the 
penance enjoined; or by the indulgence grant- 
ed by the binding authority; a punishment 


our spiritual director; by whose council we 
are bound to abide. This duty coacluded 
with a worthy communion, and the exact ful- 


ble, true and full confession of our guilt to| Franzoni, B. Barberini, J. A. Benvenuti, J. 


Nasalli, Thomas Weld, R. Mazio, and F. 
ide Rohan. 20. Of the order of Deacons. J. 
Albani, A. Rivarola, C. Guerrieri, A. Fro- 


filment of what other good works are enjoin-| sini, T. Riario, T. Bernetti, B. Cristaldi, J. 
ed, as the condition of our obtaining an in-| F. Marco, G. Catalan, and D. de Simone. 
dulgence, will secure to us all the advanta- | 9. In all thirty-five. The greater number 
ges of one; and therefore confession and com- | went in procession, but some were in conse- 


proportioned to the penance enjoined here |™Munion invariably make part of the condi- 
remains to be endured hereafter. |tions on which such a spiritual favor is grant- 
_ But, with dhe keys of the kingdom of heaven, ed. Is there ought in all this encouraging 
is granted to the chief pastor the power fo to sin, as has been asserted by the lying re- 
open as well as to shut: to loose, as well as to | formers? 

bind: to forgive, as wellas to retainsin. Itis| This granting of indulgence is one of the 
then of this discretionary power, granted by |many ways, by which, during the present 
Jesus Christ to his pastors, that the Church | Season of mercy and grace, the Church ap- 
avails herself, under the constant guidance | plies the purifying and sanctifying efficacy 
promised her of the Holy Ghost, for the spi- of the Saviour’s atonement to the souls of 
ritual advantage and final safety of her child- | her obedient and dutiful children. That this, 
ren. She relaxes therefore, though reluc- | or any other of her sacred institutions, may 
tantly, the primitive holy rigor of her penan- | be abused, none will deny. Must then the 
ces; which, in the present lukewarm state of | institution itself, when abused, be rejected? 
the world, would frighten from her commu-|Or is the Church to be blamed for the in- 
nion too large a portion of mankind; who, to, fringement of her precepts? ; 

avoid the temporal punishment here, would| ‘The indulgence granted for contributing 
thus incur ihe efernal hereafter. She uses | towards the building of St. Peter’s Church in 
thus, like a tender mother, the saving power | Rome, was Luther’s first pretended plea for 
granted her by her divine spouse, of screen- | quarelling with the Pope; and the occasion 
ing her dear children at any rate from the | of his apostacy fromthe faith. He began by 
wrath fo come: Thess. i. 10.— Pulling them, as |railling against that particular indulgence; 
tt were, out of the five: having mercy on others | the preaching up of which had been transfer- 








in fear; hating also the spotted garment, which 
8 carnal.—Jude, v. 53.—and substituting, 
instead of her former rigorous pennances, 
which lasted often for years, and correspond- 
ed with the immense fervor and zeal of her 
earliest offspring; more lenient and practica- 
ble duties of obedience: for as it was by dis- 


red from the monks of his order, the Augus- 
tinians, to those of the Institute of St. Domi- 
nic. He next attacked the general doctrine 
of indulgence: and then continuing to pull 
down article by article, the whole Catholic 
faith; proclaimed his work of ruin a glorious 
reformation:—his random negatives, his loose 





quence of infirmity excused from this, and 
| entered without ceremony. 
| Being arrived at the Quirinal palace, the 
cardinals entered the Pauline chapel, where 
ithe hymn of the Holy Ghost, Veni Créator 
Spiritus was sung; which being concluded, 
‘and the usual prayers chaunted: the Extra 
omnes, or notice for those not entitled to pla- 
ces, to separate, was pronounced. The car- 
dinal Dean, then gave his brethren an ex- 
hortation respecting the vacancy of the chair, 
and their powers during that vacancy. The 
Apostolic bulls respecting the same were 
read, and the cardinals swore to observe them: 
they then received the oaths of the officers 
of the Conclave for the discharge of their 
several duties; as also those of the prelates 
and of the commanders of the troops; having 
then retired to their cells, the cardinals re- 
ceived the respects of the diplomatic corps, 
of the prelates and of the nobility: after which 
prince Chigi, Marshal of thie Conclave, caus- 
ed the place to be closed upon the cardinals 
with the usual forms. 

On the next morning, the cardinals assem- 
bled in the Pauline chapel, where cardinal 
Pacca celebrated Mass and administered the 
holy communion to all his brethren: After 
the Veni Creator Spiritus had been chaunted, 
the cardinals alone remained and held their 
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first ballot. On this morning, the usual 
small openings for communication with the 
outside were made; in the afternoon, the car- 
dinals received the oaths of the conclavists 
and others permitted to remain, to keep se- 
cret all that took place within the walls. 

In the city, pursuant to the directions of 
the Cardinal Vicar, special prayers were ad- 
ded to the collects, &c. of the Mass, beseech- 
ing God to bless the elections: the holy sa- 
crament was exposed for the prayer of the 
forty hours, and the parish priests, the reli- 
gious and mendicant orders and confraterni- 
ties, go daily in procession from the church 
of the XIL. Apostles to that of St. Sylvester, 
where there is a daily Mass of the Holy 
Ghost. 

On the 16th December, Cardinal Nembri- 
ni, Bishop of Ancona, and on the 17th Car- 
dinal Morozzo, Bishop of Novarro, arrived 
in the city, and on the 19th they entered the 
conclave: on the 19th Cardinal Gayruch, 
Archbishop of Milan, arrived, and on the 
2ist Cardinal Gamberini, Bishop of Orviet- 
to; on that day also, the Marquis Florimond 
de Latour Maubourg, arrived from Naples 
as ambassador extraordinary of the king of 
the French to the conclave. 

On the 20th of December, after the ballot 
of the afternoon, [there is one in the morning 
and another in the afternoon] Count de Lut- 
zow, the Austrian ambassador, proceeded in 
splended procession to the Quirinal palace, 
and there, on the part of his sovereign com- 
plimented the conclave, expressing the re- 
gret which the emperor felt on learning the 
death of Pius VIII. and his wishes for the 
speedy election of his successor. Cardinal 
Galeffi who was the head of his order for that 
day, answered him in the name of the sacred 
college. On the 22nd Cardinal Gamberini 
entered the conclave. On the 24th, the 


Marquis de Latour Maubourg, the French | 


ambassador, had his audience, and having 


made the communication from king Louis | 


Philip, was answered by Cardinal Gregorio, 
who, on that day, was head of his order; we 
shall give the address, &c. in cur next. 

On the 3lst, in the afternocn, Cardinal 
Fesch entered the conclave; his eminence 
was in Rome from the beginning, but was 
detained from taking his piace by the difficul- 
ties in which his grand nephews were involv- 
ed for their very foolish insurrectionary at- 
tempt. Cardinal d’Isoaid arrived on the 
30th, but did not enter the conclave until the 
first of January. On that day, the Marquis 
Labrabor, the ambassador of Spain, had his 
audience, and his complimentary communi- 
cation was responded to by Cardinal Pedic- 
cini, head of his order for that day. 

On the 9th of January, the Cardinal 
prince de Croi, Archbishop of Rouen, arriv- 
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choice. That choice would probably have 
been made before now, but that it is consi- 
dered incorrect to proceed to efficient ballott- | 
ing until after a reasonable time is afforded | 
to the great body of the electors to assemble. 


POLAND. 
We copy the following from the Augsburgh | 
Gazelle of the 20th of January, from War- | 


saw:— | 








“The Russian government has seized the | 
funds of the bank of Warsaw that were at} 
Odessa, and arrested an agent who was sent | 
there to withdraw them. A Monk from the | 
Palatinate of Plosk; armed with a lance, a! 
sabre, a pair of pistols, who had arrived at | 
the head of a band of insurgents, was receiv- 
ed with acclamations. Twelve Monks of St. | 
Bernard have followed his example. In the | 
Palatinate of Cracow, the peasantry, armed | 
with scythes, are generally commanded by) 
Monks, who bear the cross at the head of their | 





companies. Seventeen new regiments of 
moveable National Guards are in formation, 
}and the 13th regiments of the line have been 
|doubled.”” From this letter it appears that | 
|the patrictic enthusiasm of the Poles is wa-| 
\diminished, Offerings continue to flow in, | 
and exeition is unrelaxed. | 


_— 


TOO LATE IN THE DAY! 
Mr. Percival presented a petition to par-| 
liament praying that a general fast might be | 
appointed. Mr. Hunt asked if the honora- 
ble member was aware that one third of the 
population of England fasted every day; Mr. 
| P. asked if the honorable member knew who 
iwas the Almizhty disposer of blessings and 
ithe giver of ail goodness: Mr. HL. was per- 
\fectly aware of ail this, and also aware that 
‘such as Mr. P. took away from the poor, 
|what the Almighty gave them. 
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True Cuurcn; by CarpiInau-GerpiL. Transat 
ed from the Freneh, for the first time; to which is prefix- 
ed a brief and interesting sketch of the. life of the illus- 
trious writer. Price, $1 per dozen, 12 1-2 cents single. 
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the Rev. J. A. Mason, formerly a Methodist Preacher, 
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archbishop of Seville, passed through Mad- 
rid on their way to the conclave; they were 
at Genoa on the 13th of January, and it was 
supposed would be alle to enter the conclave 
by the 20th, when it was the general impres- 
sion that there would be no longer delay, and 
the effective voting would immediately com- 
mence, which would speedily result in a 
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